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country behind them. The German lines of operation are all recti-
linear, and therefore shorter than those of the French. The latter
must first make a strategic wheel to the right in Belgium, in order to
establish their front facing the Meuse, for which reason they are
unable to bring up their military elements directly behind them. For
certainly, in their position facing the Meuse, the French cannot draw
any advantage from their right flank, because of the nature of the
country. The pressure of the military forces diminishes with the
length of the lines of operation, consequently here the Germans, with
their shorter lines of operation, have the advantage.

DIETRICH VON BULOW.    Bibl. VI, 10, p. 333
(ed.i853).

LET us not forget the civilising task which is incumbent upon us by
the terms of the decrees of Providence. Just as Prussia has been
fated to be the core of Germany, so Germany regenerated will be
the core of the future empire of the West.

And finally, that no one may be ignorant of it, we proclaim hence-
forth that our continental nation has a right to the sea, not only to
the North Sea, but also to the Mediterranean and the Atlantic.
Therefore we shall absorb, one after another, all the provinces which
border on Prussia, we shall successively annex Denmark, Holland,
Belgium, Franche-Comte, the North of Switzerland, Livonia, then
Trieste and Venice; finally, the north of the Gallic region, from the
Somme to the Loire.

GENERAL KARL VON CuvusEwiTz.1    Bibl. I,
39 (*), pp. 92-3.

. . . What a prodigious flood of power Germany of the South-West
allows to flow down to the Ocean! How much that flood could
produce if it were directed towards the channel of the Danube!
Nothing less than the foundation of a powerful eastern German-
Magyar Empire, bathed on the one hand by the Black Sea, on the
other by the Adriatic Sea, and animated by the German and Hungarian
spirit. If the Sublime Porte must one day fall, and she will fall as
surely as the withered leaves fall in autumn, to whom will nature
recognise the right to this share of its succession? To the Italians?
They have never yet founded any colony ! To the French? Every-
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